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In a July 13 report, Spanish news service EFE cited an unidentified scientist at Mexico's National
Autonomous University (UNAM) as saying that the air pollution in Mexico City includes 40 toxic
substances which may cause cancer and genetic mutation. The source added that study results are
not yet available on the extent of such health problems and the precise nature of cancers and genetic
defects linked to the 40 substances. Depending on the types of cells affected, and whether or not
DNA is impacted by everyday exposure to Mexico City air, infertility, genetic disorders, cancers,
premature aging, miscarriages, and birth defects are possible. The source said tests are being
carried out on laboratory animals. In addition, scientists have set up longitudinal studies involving
observation of persons exposed to the toxic substances in their everyday lives, and of children born
with congenital defects. According to the source, the general consensus is to attribute air pollution
in the capital city to the huge number of automobiles on the roads every day. However, said the
scientist, the "real problem" is industrial emissions, and the quality of gasoline produced by the
state-run oil company Petroleos Mexicanos (PEMEX). Next, the source told EFE that 60% of changes
in climate registered in Mexico City over the past few months can be attributed to air pollution.
(Source: Spanish news service EFE, 07/13/92)
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